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"have generally their tongues well hung/5 and so on.
There are many such plums, and one alights on
them unexpectedly, sometimes when the cake seems
rather stodgy.

Yet even if we had no page of his very readable
Diary., his writings would give us quite a good
picture of the man. We can see his loyalty to the
monarchy, his industrious absorption in his pursuits,
his capacity for ceaseless work, his primary love of
gardens and of nature, the over-wide range of his
numberless interests and hobbies,, the burden of his
stored but ill-assorted knowledge, his unusual but
restricted talents, his recognition of the frivolous,
his appreciation of the subtle, his constant attempt
to reach beyond the superficial and discover the
real and something too of his moral rectitude as well
as of his easy gullibility. But with all this we have to
recognise a certain strain in his efforts to express his
thoughts and handle his material, and owing to this,
the manner which attracted so many friends, and
the wit which he was said to possess, are often
smothered in a conscientious and sometimes tedious
endeavour to make his inadequate powers of expres-
sion in writing serve his lively mind.
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